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encounters, as the Christians lay encamped beside the
river. Single knights, or small bodies of men, rode
forth and broke lances together, and another cycle of
ballads has gathered around the siege of Seville. The
prime knights of all were the two brothers, Don Garcia
and Don Diego Perez de Vargas, the latter of whom
was called el Machuca, or the bruiser, because at the
siege of Xeres, when his lance and sword were broken,
he had defended himself with the trunk of a young
tree torn up by the roots. They came from Toledo,
and were unrivalled, for prowess. Garcia and another
knight were riding forth, when they saw a party of
Moors. We must let the ballad speak in Lockhart's
translation.
King Ferdinand alone did stand one day upon the hill,
Surveying all his league and the ramparts of Seville ;
The sight was grand, when Ferdinand by proud Seville was lying,
O'er tower and tree, far off to see, the Christian banner flying.
Down chanced the king his eye to fling, where for the cause below
Two gentlemen along the glen were riding soft and slow;
As void of fear each cavalier seem'd to be riding there,
As some strong hound may pace around the roebuck's thicket fair.
It was Don Garcia Perez, and he would breathe the air,
And he had ta'en a knight with him that had as lief be elsewhere;
For soon this knight to Garcia said : " Ride, ride we, or we're
lost!
I see the glance of helm and lance—it is the Moorish host."
The Baron of Vargas turn'd him round, his trusty squire was
near,
The helmet on his brow he bound, his gauntlet grasped his spear;
With that upon his saddle-tree he planted him right steady:
"Now come," said he, " whoe'er they be, I trow they'll find us
ready."
O

